
Measure 20-183 
Information about a  
Eugene School District Bond Measure
$70 million bond measure would improve and maintain 
school buildings without increasing the tax rate

Why a bond measure?
Bond measure funds would allow the Eugene School District to:

•	 Provide better instructional facilities for students

•	 Support instruction by shifting some building repair costs out 
of the district’s operating budget for the next six years

Why now?
If the bond measure is approved in May:

•	 The property tax rate for the Eugene School District would 
stay the same. 

•	 Taxpayers would save about $23 million in total interest costs 
over 21 years, due to federal support for school district bonds. 
This short-term opportunity may not be available after the 
May election. 

How would the bond funds  
be spent?
The bond measure would provide $70 million to improve 
basic building systems and student learning and activity areas, 
including:  

•	 Major repairs and replacements of capital systems, 
including roofing, plumbing, heating, electrical, safety/security, 
paving and energy conservation measures

•	 Additions and remodels at several schools to better serve 
students 

•	 Building improvements and repairs currently funded from 
4J’s General Fund 

•	 Technology infrastructure upgrades, telephone system 
replacements, new student data information system and 
enhanced classroom technology

•	 Instructional systems support — space modifications to 
provide for larger class sizes and distance learning, classroom 
instructional technology and instructional materials 

Can bond money pay for teachers 
and school programs?
No.  Bond money can ONLY be spent on capital facilities (such 
as buildings, athletic fields and parking lots), equipment and 
technology.

What would it cost?
If the bond measure is approved, property tax rates for Eugene 
School District bond debt would stay the same, about $1.30 
per $1,000 assessed value. That’s because the district would 
issue the new bonds in phases and structure bond repayments 
to keep the tax rate at its current level. If the bond measure is 
not approved, the rate would drop by about 9 cents per $1,000 
assessed value in 2011–12.

Who would pay for it?
The bonds would be repaid by a property tax on residential, 
commercial and industrial properties. All taxable properties in 
the 4J school district, both inside and outside the city of Eugene, 
would be affected. 

What’s next?
To be eligible to vote on the bond measure you must reside 
within the Eugene School District and be registered to vote by 
April 26. Ballots will be mailed to registered voters beginning 
April 29. 

Completed ballots must be returned to the county elections 
office or a ballot drop box by 8 p.m. on May 17. 

For more information, please visit www.4j.lane.edu or call the  
4J Communications office at 541-790-7737.

Eugene School District 4J  •  200 N. Monroe Street,  Eugene, OR 97402  •  541-790-7737  •  www.4j.lane.edu
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